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support; before the Konopischt meeting he had asked Franz
Ferdinand to get from Emperor William an unconditional
declaration that Austria could count on Germany, but
William II had avoided committing himself.5 On July 7
the sad old man returned to his summer rest and repose at
Ischl, having been unwilling to make any decision which
might involve war. Some of the most important docu-
ments which Berchtold laid before him during the following
days are pencilled in trembling hand with his signature as
having been read, but they no longer bear the searching
annotations of his earlier and more vigorous years. It is
quite possible that the aged sovereign did not fully grasp
the consequences of the policies which Berchtold was now
pursuing.6 We have no satisfactory accounts of the inter-
views which took place between him and his Minister of
Foreign Affairs, but Berchtold seems not to have met with
great difficulty in persuading his sovereign to approve the
measures placed before him. Tisza, however, was a more
difficult person.
TISZA'S PEACE PROGRAM
Count Stephan Tisza,7 the famous son of a famous
father, was perhaps the ablest and most striking political
figure at this time in the whole Dual Monarchy. With
close-cropped hair, square dark face, and flowing Hungarian
cloak, he was like a little giant among the Magyar nobles,
when he led the majority party as his father had done before
him. He saw clearly the dangers ahead on all sides, and
had the ability to reason coolly concerning them. He knew
5 Conrad, IV, 36 f.
6 Wilhelm Fraknoi, Die ungarische Regierung und die Entstehung des
Weltkrieges (Vienna, 1919), p. 34; Gooss, p. 40; Margutti, p. 391 ff.
^Tisza's own lips were sealed with blood when he was murdered on
the threshold of his own hall at the very end of the War. It was the
general impression that he was one of those primarily responsible for
its origin. For the meager references in his papers to the July Crisis
of 1914 and for articles in defense of his memory, see below at notes
77, 78.